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ANSWER 


| Together with a humble Repreſen- 
{ ration ofthe ſenſe of the Commiſſioners of the 
General Aſſembly to the honorable Eſtates of 


Parliamenr upon their Lorſhips Anſwer, arch 2g. 


— Parliaments Paper , March 31. 1648. 


eMarch 27. 1648. | 


| As alſo the laſt Anſwer of the Aſſembly to the | 


| Londen, Printed for Rebert BoHHock; and are to ſold at his ſhop at 
the Kings head in Poxls Charch-yard. 1648. 
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20. the reaſons of our not proceeding in that Conference, and 
Hr for our #6w,cxeneation, for provi 
for a dear unde | 
thef+ our bninble defires 
ſerious thoughts. | 
Firſt, That hegrounds and tauſcs of undertaking a War may 
be cleared to be ſo juſt, as thar all, who are well-affeted, may 
be ſatisfied in the lawfulneſsand neceſſity of the engagement, and 
that nothing be aCtcd in reference toa War, before the lawfulneſs 


Cur AA das rercfens 
drhidhiwee tevodninand coeur Loctſhiee 
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al-the War- andſtate ofthe queſtion be agreed upon.) 


2. That as the breaches of the Coyenant, by the prevalent par- 
ty of Sefaries in England, are evident, ſo we defire and hope 
that according to the Treaties, it, may be condeſcended upon and 
degured by the Parliamgne,. what are thoſe breaches. of |Peace 
which they ale tobe a ground of War,and that reparacion theres 
of may be ſought. 

3- That there may bg no ſuch quarrel, or: ground of the War, 


as may break the Union between the Kingdoms, or may diſcou- 


r diſoblige the Presbyterian/party in En-g/anil Who congirmae 
figefi adhering to the League and Covenint.” ; = £4 

4.That if the Popiſh,Prelatical or Malignant party ſhal again riſe 
in Arms, this Mann their Armies bony be ſo far Oo joyn- 
, Or | t l -wAt | contrary it ” 
og rayon put prnenes or tr rr age fi Bu 
and Covenant,on the one hand, as well as Seftaries on.the other, 


ips uodertakings Chould be in the 
+ rho hag afar tm 
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ies 
that his: Maze Nibracr rain mr iti- 
on to , theſe or endeavor any charige thereof; _ that this 
ſecurity be had from his Maj ty before his refticurion to the ex- 
—_ his royalpower, we propen& ering othas. 


end, but becauſe we cannot ſee how Reli $jon, which hath Yen, | 


ade rraſt-ſhill be che'principaliend 
this Nation, .can be otherwiſe ſecured, bur that without) this ſe- 


curity it ſhall be left if very great kad... 


-7. That for the ſame end of ſecuring Rel I SELH ir pro- 
felled to be the principal cauſe of ingagement and for ſecuring all 
the other ends of the — ſuch _ only may be intruſt- 


SS. > we may. the more conlidencly, om —__— 
tions to follow the canſe. of God in their. hands, 


=o ao dobeof th deli of hee who ) vo unntied: 
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Traw, To the ff: deſire, dectres, That upanihe ngrerment 0p 
the vehole rnatter and ſtare ofzhe queſtion,theywil declare tes Mir 
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Qu a to be ſtated (hall contain ſecurity and aſſurance to be had 
from His Majeſty,by his ſolemn oath under his hand and ſeal, thac 
w ſhall for himſelf, and for his Succeflors, give his Royal Con'enc 
s Atts of Parliament, injoyning the League and Covenant, 

ſts liſhing Presbyterial Government, the Direory of Worſhip, 
and Confeſſion of Faith inall His Majcſties Dominions ; and char 
His Majeſty ſhal never make oppoſition to any of theſe, nor en- 

change thereof. And as to that Clauſe, viz. That this 
ſecurity be had from His Majeſty Cokave his Reſticution to the ex- 
erciſe of his Royal Power : The Eſtates of Parliament remits this 
totheſe on the Conference, and who ſhallbe appointed for draw- 


ng 


| TB) 
ing up the ſtate of the Q find out ſome more ſmooth ex- 
p2zan Oey to Religion. _, 
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Hem, To the eighth Article of" defire; The Bltates of Fark 


_ declare, That to thegrounds of cheir Nanny 
ertaking, an oath ſhall be ſubjoyned, wherein Chadeka. 

of —— — the Ghrch ſhall have their duc intereſt, 
= —_— Parliament deſire the Commiſſioners of the 
ſome of their 'mimber to.mect with ſuch of 


7 mango I that 7 an u- 
ſuch Cn exrronuiteter the Refer, 
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the good of this Kingdom, Ax» 
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| Edinb. 29 Martii, 1648. 

An humble Repreſentation of the ſenſe of the Commiſcioners 
of the General Aſſembly , To the able Eftates of 

| Parliament, upon their Lordſhips Anſwer to the Eight 
Deſires lately preſented to their Lordſhips. 


-Aving received yeſterday the Anſwer of the honours- 
ble Eſtates of Parliament to onr late Defices preſented 
to their Lordſhips upon the 22 of this inſtant ; we did 
' Immediately take to our confideration the particular 
Anſwers given thereunto. And now, without any longer delay, 
do humbly repreſent to their Honors our ſenſe of the particulare. 
7. Asto the _ of the = ran gar _ not 
withſtanding any thi in your wer, 
n 7. bens toa War, bebevaha lawful 
neſſe of the War and the ſtate of the ion be agreed upon 3 
which is the very thing we did defire to be avoided, © + 
+ 2, In the Anſwer to our ſecond Defire, we neither finde any 
breaches. of Pcace between the Kingdoms 'which 'may be z 
ground of War condeſcended upon, nor ned pc reſotation 
of the Parliament to ſeek reparation thereof according to the 
Treaties ; yet both theſe were defired by us, | 
3. In the Anſwer to the third Defirg, in ſtead of that clauſe 
cf the Deftre , The ONE in England , "Who continue 
frm in daering to the League andCovrneny e fide this chngo 
of expreflion in the Anſwer , The Prerdjicrieny and Welk aſfe- 
Fed in England; which, as the words ſtand, may intimate and 
ſuppoſe that thereare ſome well-affeRted in:F »ptand which ard 


NM. othedghrns ond ak om poet! our een 


ovenant. ht 
© Our fourth Defire, for not joyning or affociating with the 
Popiſh, Prelatical, or Malignant party if they (hall again riſe in 
Arms, and that it may beendeavoured to ſuppreſſe As ene- 


'mies tothe Cauſe and Coyenant onthe one hand , as well as Se- 
Raries on the other , beiog fo juſt in it ſelf, A tothe 
es B former, 
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A 


; 0) | 
former principles and roſe of this Kirkand Kingdom 
| fince their firſt engagement ic» this Cauſe, and being alſo as clear 
both in the matter and expteſlion as the Covenant, Treaties and: 
Declarations of both'Kingdomsy we carnvt conceive wherein 
& needs explanatiei,or What doubt or (cruple.ceo'be'thade'con- 
cerning it aSit (ands, unkfla there be now ſome more favoura- 
ble and friendly intentions' towards the ty 3h arty then 
fortnerly, whieh we pray the Lord to avert. though it 
is too manifeſt that ſome plead for Malignants,- as if they were 
to be joyacd with as friends, rather then avoided a$ enemies to 
the Cauſe ( whereof we bave ſpoken more fully in oor late De- 
daration) yet we truſt that apy ſuch. dcligne is and ſhall be” 
from the thoughts and intentions of the honourable Conrt of 
Parliament, hi | 

'$» Touching the fifth, as your Lordſhips Anſwer ſeems to 
ſuppoſe-his Majcltics late canceflions concerning Riglen not 
to be ſatisfactory ;. ſotheſe conceſſions being fo prejudicial to 
the Cauſe: and Covenant ,, .we wiſh your Lord(hips.had been 
pleaſed to declare againlk them ,, both- poſitively ,- without any 
condition ; and: preſemtly, without any. delay = | 

6. Jarths Anſwes tothefperh Deſire, as there ig much faid in 
thefr{}-pars lorſecprity of 
fo that daule, vis 
fore but reſhie ation ve 
greed to by your 
{mocther 


in T' eXp 
that which 


abthi fecavity be had from bus i ajeitie bee 
be exerciſe of bis Royal power, not being a- 
ord(hips, /: but rather laid afgdc until ſome 
Jong befound out , we are left unſatisfied in 
that Deſire , and: cannot be aflured of 


any ſecurity expreſſed. in. the firſt part of. your Lordfhips An. 
ſower. If your Lordſhips.had. been pleaſed to condefcend upon 
another expreſſian containing. as gaod and as. real ſecurity for - 
Religion,, wethould, hays ncquieſced therein. , without ſticking 
pon words:but.there: being no other expreſſion yet condeſcen-- 


ded upon , and that clauſe of ours ( without which the whole 
D:fire is left uncertain.) laid afade for the preſent, wecannot 
finde our ſelves therein fatisfiedas yet. | : 

7. The Anſwer to the ſeventh Defire concerning ſuch as are 
tobe truſted in Armies and Committees, doth Aai'2y 1 of the 


qualifications exprefled 1n.our Detwe 3, Viz Sack ac bave given 


Cogs. 


Religion to be had from his Majety; 


— 


that fy Deffeenants wick wel rib axh EN 
Anfweri Aid Wirhollt 


po, proef 7 df Gm integrity up faithfulneſſe in this Cauſe;end 
wo juft citeſe of yedlowfhe ; tht-ſo Wemarebe:. 
re RIGA ban,” the Cunft of God 3%: 


| lie + Ws qualificati- 

ons being containet ih Gat res? and vin your Lord. 

ſhips Anſwer, we are not without fears that this omjfſion mfy 
be made uſe of by ſome, #s iF yont Lotdlhips Iad'hot meant to. 

he fully to that Dcfire, and fo take occaſion to deal for em- 

oying and intruſting ſuch in the Committees and Armics &- 


may be xy exclul 4 by the qualifiextiony contairied ih or” 


8. Inthe Anfever totheliſt Difite, in ek of that dat ax 
reſſion uſed by us , namely , Thar che Kirk way baue the ſine 
—_— 23 any Oath for a new enga , Which they had inthe So= 
age ie 2 
bY ry Out 
expe all kave thriy thee intives; -Which' difference of your 
Lordſhi expteffion froin outs, may alſo be interpreted by 
foe, as if the Kirk had affumed'more intereſt in the Ecague and: 
Covenant then was duc unto them... | 


are not fatibfied by your Lordſhi 
fativfaQion in theſe D-fires, wefinde it not faſt to jots 
Conference for agreeing theftare bf «Queſtion of War... 
Yet if your Lotd(hips baddeſiretfordv defite 
with ſome of our mmber for fatisfatian; oF of ſe 
oned Defires , we'ſhoutd have yectded: yet thill willion 
yeeld therennto. And as theprefent wint of ſatisfiaQion in thels - 
Deſires dotþ retard and hinder ot protcedings towards ain a- 
greement upon the Rateofes Qicltion': ;i were fill confident : 
that &-rexl and. clear firisfattion tothe faid res. /be4- 
happicard cffeual means tor facititatirg the tate of the 
Rion,and for uniting this Natioty in an utinimous. ing 
of ſuck duties as ire requifite tor the refotination ries Hoek * ; 
Religion , the ſafety, bonourand happineſſe of the King and his . 
Polterify , ig peace and of «ty of the Kingdoms. . 
Subſcr, A. =- b 
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- Edinb, petjult, Marti, 1648. | 
The Anſwer 10 the Parliaments Paper. 


Tx Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly having this day received 

L a Paper from the hogourgble Eftates of Parliament defiring 

a Conference upon our lateDeſifes,and'the Parliaments Anſwer 

 giyen_thereunto ,; and alſo. ypon the Rate of the Queſtion and 
whole matter, Do humbly return this Anſwer : 

That as we have been, _ ſo we are ſtill willirg to appoint & 
Conference upon the. Eight Deſires latcly preſented to your 
Lordfhips, and upon the.nnfatistsRorinefie of your Loreſhips 
Anſwer thereunto 3 . and-if' your Lordfhips ſhall yet be pleaſcd 
togivereal and clear fatzsfaion. to our ſaid Defires, we (hall - 
immediately thereupon appoint ſome of : ©ur pumber to center 
with a Committee of Yarliament upon the ſtate of the Queſtion, 

on te our Deſires, before weap- 


Thin nftbing, popes [action to our 1 | 
point a Conference Spon tbe ate of the. Queſtion, doth nat. 
roceed from ,any peremptorinefſe about words or things of 
(mall moment, norfrom any partiality or ſelf-intereft, nor from 
any inclination to 
intention to, obſtrut any lawful endeavours ,_cither for pre- 
Erving Mongrvenl ad xi y uh the Ki Moſt a his 
Poſterity, or tor oppa ppreR | arics z our re- 
P bk > all : 


our ſelves beyond our line, nor from. 


cord is 1n heaven, we abhor and {uch ways : But our 
real purpole is to keep our ſelves ſo free, that in an implicite way 
we conſent not to, nor concur in {tating of a Queſtion of War, 
before we ſee the ſafety and ſecurity of Religion ſufficiently 
Provided for ; being tender ef the great trult committed to us, 
as the ſervants of Jeſus Chrilt, and officers of his Kingdom,for 
preſerving the precious jewel of Religion , which ought to be 
AS wdll to your Lordſhips as to us, above all worldly intercſts.. ; 
| | - . Subler, 4, Ker... 


FINIS. 


